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Dear Parents and Guardians, 

 

We are extremely excited about having the school full of pupils again, studying a rich and 

broad curriculum, and returning to some form of normality whilst at the same time, 

welcoming a large number of new children and parents to the School Community! 

Arrangements and timings for the class bubbles regarding our plans for September 2020 have 

now been finalised. We have taken great care to ensure that all Department for Education 

(DfE) guidelines are being followed, whilst ensuring that the School retains its feel, ethos and 

is a place where the Children can learn safely through enjoyable fun filled learning 

experiences. 

I apologise for the length of this document, however it is important that you read it thoroughly 

as it makes clear the steps we will be putting in place in the new academic year to allow a safe 

return for all. Full school uniform is expected please, as mentioned in my previous 

communication the other week. 

I hope the following information answers any questions you may have had over the last few 

weeks. If you have any worries or concerns about your child returning to school, please do 

not hesitate to contact me at head@stwystans.org.uk and I will get back to you as soon as 

possible.  

We very much look forward to seeing each and every one of you on the 3rd September.  

 

Best wishes, 

 

Karan Hopkinson 

Headteacher 

 

 

 

mailto:head@stwystans.org.uk
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DfE Guidance  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

To minimise the risk of transmission of coronavirus (COVID-19) there are changes to the way 

we will operate in September 2020 in order to keep children and staff safe.  These changes 

are outlined below. 

 

The DfE guidance for schools returning in September 

2020 was published on August 7th and is available 

here. According to DfE guidance the risks to primary 

children from COVID-мф ƛǎ ΨǾŜǊȅ ƭƻǿΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǎƪ ǳǎ ǘƻ 

conǎƛŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ΨƴŜƎŀǘƛǾŜ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ƛƳǇŀŎǘǎ ƻŦ ōŜƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ 

ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩΦ   

Actions to support the safe return of children and 

reassure parents include (not the full list):  

 Thorough risk assessment completed for whole 

site  

 PPE purchased and distributed  

 Additional handwashing stations applied  

 Handwashing routines enforced and hand gel 

available  

 Updated parent agreement- if you send your child 

to school then you are agreeing to this 

 Children working, eating and playing in smaller 

groups (the Government use the terminology 

ά.ǳōōƭŜǎέύ 

 Classroom seating plan adjustments to face 

forward Y1- Y6  

 Lunchtime routines changed  

 No assemblies of more than 1 Bubble  

 Use of School App to decrease paper sent home 

and returned to school 

 Where possible parent meetings will be held 

online/ via phone  

 No public / parent toilet will be available on site 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools
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Uif ǶDvccmftǷ dpodfqu boe izhjfof 
 

Preparations for September.  
9ƴǎǳǊƛƴƎ ǇǳǇƛƭǎ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ƛƴ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ όƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ΨōǳōōƭŜǎΩύ ǿƘŜǊŜǾŜǊ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΣ ǘƘŜǊŜōȅ 

minimising the number of contacts between different people across the school. By 

maintaining distance between individuals wherever possƛōƭŜ όΨǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŘƛǎǘŀƴŎƛƴƎΩύΦ hǳǊ 

experience with keyworker provision and the limited return to school since June 8th shows 

us that this is harder for children in EYFS and thus we propose different arrangements for 

children of this age. 

Preventative hygiene and PPE.   
Our staff are now well used to what is required for preventative hygiene and have been 

working with the children of keyworkers since schools were closed and those who returned 

from 8th June to make sure expectations are made clear.  Please note that our risk assessment 

and procedures will be constantly under review. 

Children will be familiar with the need to clean their hands thoroughly and more often than 

usual, and the use of sanitisers in all classrooms and outside spaces.  We will spend time in 

the first weeks back ensuring that children understand the importance of cleaning their hands 

regularly, including when they arrive at school, when they return from breaks, when they 

ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǊƻƻƳǎ ŀƴŘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ŀƴŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŜŀǘƛƴƎΦ ¦ƴŘŜǊǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ Ψ/ŀǘŎƘ ƛǘΣ ōƛƴ ƛǘΣ ƪƛƭƭ ƛǘΩ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ 

with enough tissues and bins available in school to support children and staff to follow this 

routine. 
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²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ƎǊƻǳǇ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƛƴǘƻ ŦƻǳǊ ǇƘŀǎŜ ΨōǳōōƭŜǎΩ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ 

ŦǊƻƳ ƻǘƘŜǊ ΨōǳōōƭŜǎΩΦ hƴe for the Early Years classes (Nursery and Kindergarten), one for Year 

1 and 2, one for Year 3 & 4 and one for Year 5 & 6.  For the majority of their time in school 

the children will be with their own teacher and support staff, but at playtimes and lunchtimes 

they will be separated into phase bubble groups that will only have limited contact with one 

ƻǘƘŜǊ ȅŜŀǊ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ ΨƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ǉǳƛŎƪŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŜŀǎƛŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŀ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ ŎŀǎŜ 

to identify those who may need to self-isolate and keep that nǳƳōŜǊ ŀǎ ǎƳŀƭƭ ŀǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΩΦ 

Adults will endeavour to maintain a 2-metre distance from each other, and from the children, 

if teaching across the bubbles.  However, there is different guidance for those in the Early 

¸ŜŀǊǎΦ IŀǾƛƴƎ ΨōǳōōƭŜǎΩ ƻŦ ǘǿƻ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ƘŜlps the school with logistics for breaks, PPA (Planning, 

Preparation & Assessment) to be covered and allows for us to offer a broad and balanced 

curriculum. 
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The School Day  
 

Start and end of the day  
Children should not arrive at school until their designated drop off time, as this will help us to 

keep to social distancing, separation of bubbles and congestion.  Teachers will begin to get 

ready for the end of the day in good time to avoid children massing in corridors or shared 

spaces and will give other classes space on stairways where necessary.  Mrs Hopkinson will 

be on hand in the playground before and after schools to assist and advise children and 

parents.  In a change to our established practice we do ask that parents do not speak at length 

to teachers at the start and end of the day and that if parents need to talk to the teacher, 

please send an email and the teacher will then email/call when it is possible. If it is urgent, 

please call the office to ensure the message gets through sooner, as emails are not checked 

as frequently due to teaching. We ask that children and parents leave the school premises 

promptly and without congregating with others. 

 

Staggered starts and finishes.  
Drop off and pick up times have been staggered to minimise risk, support social distancing 

and the well-being of our school community. It is important that you and your child are not 

late (or too early) as this will result on extra people gathering and hold up movement of 

bubbles through ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦ LŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀƎƎŜǊ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƛōƭƛƴƎǎΩ ƛǎ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ мр ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ 

you would like some help in managing this, please let Mrs Hopkinson know. 

 

Nursery & Kindergarten: Drop off 8.40am Ǳ Pick up 3.40pm  

Year 1 and Year 2: Drop off 8.45am Ǳ Pick up 3 .45pm  

Year 3 and Year 4: Drop off 8.35am Ǳ Pick up 3.35pm  

Year 5 and Year 6: Drop off 8.25am Ǳ Pick up 3.25pm  
 

As we have children with siblings in different year groups, we may look to have an area of the 

playground allocated as a waiting area to avoid parents and children having to re- enter the 

one-way system. Please maintain social distancing in this area. 
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Arriving at School : One-Way System  
Enter the rear of the school via the pedestrian gate at your allocated time. There are three 

systems for entry to school/nursery that have been put into place for drop off and pick-ups 

ŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ ƻƴ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳǎ ŀǊŜΦ {ƛƎƴŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƛǘŜκǊŜŘ Řƻǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ 

around the school site to remind everyone to maintain a safe distance and to guide them 

around for safe access onto, and off the school premises. Parents, please repeat the 

respective process to pick up your child and please help us to move through this as quickly as 

possible by immediately escorting your child around the one-way system and home. We ask 

for just 1 adult to accompany their child onto the school grounds, as this supports our 

minimizing contact measures. 

Latecomers should in the first instance try to enter via the Brookside close entrance and join 

the 2m queuing system. If the gate is locked then ring the school to make drop off 

arrangements, whilst maintaining social distancing. 

 

Pick-up of children during the school day to only be carried out with prior agreement. 

 

To maintain social distancing the following procedures have been put into place: 

Years 1 to 6  
Cƻƭƭƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƛǘŜ ǎǇƻǘǎ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǘƘ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ǘƘŜ ōƭǳŜ ŦǊƻƴǘ ŘƻƻǊΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǿŀƛǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǘǳǊƴ 

in the queue until you reach the dot 1 sign. Your child will be called forward to wash their 

hands before entering the School. We ask that parents say goodbye at this stopping point and 

then continue on the one-way system to the front gates to exit the school site.  
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Kindergarten  
The one-way entry is again via the rear of the school building and as you enter through the 

bottom gate, turn immediately right, across the school playground then following the white 

dots towards the school building and Kindergarten classroom. Please wait your place in the 

ǉǳŜǳŜ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ ǘƻ ƎǊŜŜǘ ȅƻǳ ōƻǘƘ ŀǘ 5κh ŘƻǘΦ tƭŜŀǎŜ ǎŀȅ ƎƻƻŘōȅŜ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ Ǉƻƛƴǘ 

and leave by following the white dots towards the top playground. Pass between the other 

two queues from other classes and exit the school site via the main front gate, keeping your 

distance from others.  

Nursery  
Again, the one-way entry is via the rear of the school building, following the white dots that 

are straight on keeping to the main footpath up to the nursery building on the top playground. 

At the top of the path, the dots change to red and nursery parents are asked to follow these 

and wait in the queue until you reach dot N1. At this point you will be able to say goodbye to 

your child. Continue towards the front gates to exit the school site maintaining social 

distancing on route.  

 

Parents, please remember to leave via the one-way system leaving the premises promptly 

and please do not wait around chatting as we have not got the capacity for this, and others 

will need to get by. Children should be accompanied by one parent. Parents are advised to 

arrive PROMPTLY (wait in cars until designated time) and await socially distanced in the 

designated areas. 
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Children new to School or Nursery  
 

 

 

We are delighted that we have a large number of new children joining us in September. 

Nursery children have been allocated different start dates to allow a gradual intake of children 

so that they can familiarise themselves with their new environment.  Where possible, please 

limit the number of adults accompanying a child to school or collecting them at home time to 

one per child. Please can you also make sure that siblings do not play on any outside 

equipment and stay on the footpath. 

If a child is reluctant to separate from their parent or guardian at the door, we will seek your 

support to guide them in safely, maintaining social distancing measures.  Please prepare your 

children for this and support the school by staying socially distanced from school staff, 

especially if you need to enter the building. As you can appreciate we cannot have everyone 

entering the nursery space, so once settled, children in Nursery and Kindergarten will have to 

enter the building on their own, saying goodbye to their parent at the external door to their 

classroom where they will be greeted by their teacher. 

Due to a high number of new children starting in EYFS and KS1, these classes arrive after the 

older children have entered the school, therefore allowing time for this transition. Year 3 to 

Year 6 Children will enter the school building on their own.  Please prepare your children for 

this and support the school by staying socially distanced from school staff.  Parents will also 

be asked to adhere to the one-way system that has operated successfully on the school site 

last term.  
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Face coverings  
These are not necessary in school. However, if you wish your child to wear one to and from 

school, please ensure you remove before your child enters the school. These will not be 

permitted in the school. 

Temperature checks  
We will no longer be taking temperatures as the children arrive at school. We rely on you, our 
families, to ensure that anyone who has a high temperature, or any other COVID-19 
symptoms remain at home and does not enter the school grounds. 
 

Attendan ce 
All children will be welcomed back to school on Thursday 3rd September and it is our 

responsibility to record attendance and follow up absence. 

Pre and after school care  
This will be available from Friday 4th September and will take place in the school hall. The 

ƭŀǊƎŜǊ ǎǇŀŎŜ ŀƭƭƻǿǎ ǳǎ ǘƻ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŘƛǎǘŀƴŎƛƴƎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ōǳōōƭŜǎΦ Ψ!Ř ƘƻŎΩ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ 

be available for the time being and parents must commit to set days in any given week in 

advance.  There is a limit on the number of places available and all who require a place will 

be accommodated wherever possible.  We will endeavour to keep children in their own phase 

ΨōǳōōƭŜΩΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘƛǎ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ōŜ ƎǳŀǊŀƴǘŜŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀǿŀǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎΦ  ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ 

made the decision that this was justifiable given that the alternative is no provision at all for 

working parents. Please book a week in advance using our school app.    

After School Clubs  
There will be no outside providers initially for the first half of the Autumn Term (e.g. Dance) 

ŀƴŘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ Ŏƭǳōǎ ŀǊŜ Ǌǳƴ Ψƛƴ ƘƻǳǎŜΩ ōȅ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǎǘŀŦŦ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǊŜǎǘǊƛŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ 

from a single year group or phase bubble. We will look to restart after school clubs as soon as 

it is safe to do so and compliment the work in school. 

 


